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Join Purpose in Business Week on November 20-24, 2023 

Generating Global Awareness Towards a Purpose-led Economy 

 
Burnaby, B.C. – United Way British Columbia (United Way BC) - working with communities in BC's 

North, Interior, Lower Mainland, and Central & Northern Vancouver Island is excited to announce the 

2023 Purpose in Business Week. This annual five-day celebration is organized by the United Way BC 

Social Purpose Institute to generate national conversation and global awareness of the social purpose 

business movement.  

From November 20-24, social purpose leaders from all industries are invited to share their commitment 

to a new business ethic, inspiring a cultural shift towards a purpose-led economy. Whether organizations 

have an established social purpose or are on the path to identifying it, all are invited to support the 

initiative using the hashtag #PurposeinBusinessWeek on their social channels. To help bring social 

purpose to the mainstream, companies will be declaring their commitment to the purpose economy. 

SPI will be hosting two FREE virtual events in which business leaders who actively work towards the 

adoption of social purpose to create a more sustainable and resilient future will share their experiences: 

• Purpose in Business Week Kick-off Event with Dr. Victoria Hurth 
Monday, November 20, 10-11 am (PST) 

 

Dr. Victoria Hurth is an influential and independent pracademic that supports organizations and 

their leadership to become driving forces for long-term well-being for all. This event will provide 

the audience with a positive outlook for the future and draw out key elements that are required for 

businesses to take the leap to a social purpose model, drawing attention to the PAS: 808 Report, 

Purpose-Driven Organizations: Worldviews, Principles and Behaviors. 

 

Detailed information and registration here. 

 

• Purposeful Business: Rapid-Fire Insights from Social Purpose Leaders 
Thursday, November 23, 10:30 am-12 pm (PST) 

 

In this rapid-fire session, six panelists will give a short presentation sharing their social purpose 

journeys, insights into "why" they chose to adopt social purpose, and the benefits they see 

throughout their business. Attendees will have time to engage, learn, and ask questions about 

each leader's process and experience, and ideate on ways social purpose can apply to their 

business. 

 

Detailed information and registration here. 

The support for Purpose in Business Week grows every year, with the City of Vancouver continuing its 

public declaration for a third consecutive year, officially proclaiming November 20-24, 2023, as Purpose in 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-victoria-hurth-07a16b7/?originalSubdomain=uk
https://www.bsigroup.com/en-GB/standards/pas-808/
https://www.bsigroup.com/en-GB/standards/pas-808/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/purpose-in-business-week-kick-off-with-dr-victoria-hurth-tickets-736797891327?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/purposeful-business-rapid-fire-insights-from-social-purpose-leaders-tickets-739507285197?aff=oddtdtcreator


Business Week. Individuals and businesses alike are going beyond simple announcements and sharing 

their successes, challenges, pitfalls, and learnings. They're actively adopting and implementing social 

purpose as a decision lens and evolving their business models to support a purpose-led economy 

through building business, regulatory, and financial systems that foster an equitable and flourishing 

future. 

Purpose in Business Week draws attention to the organizations leading the way, calling for creative 

collaborations that are unbound by geographic location. It sparks dialogue from industries that would 

otherwise never connect and invites all to co-create solutions for sustainable economic growth in 

communities, no matter the size.  

To learn more about #PurposeinBusinessWeek and ways to get involved, visit 

https://socialpurpose.ca/social-purpose-resources/events/purpose-in-business-week/ 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

United Way BC Social Purpose Institute (SPI) offers a structured and supportive environment to help 
companies incubate, accelerate, and scale social purpose to drive business growth and potential for 
social good. SPI's programs, workshops, and services were designed to support business leaders in 
identifying and leveraging their organization's core social purpose to create positive change in community 
while building new value for employees, customers, partners, suppliers and shareholders. 

www.socialpurpose.ca 

-end- 

About United Way British Columbia – working with communities in BC's North, Interior, Lower 

Mainland, and Central & Northern Vancouver Island  

United Way supports healthy, caring and inclusive communities by strengthening vital connections that 

support people in need. Representing the five regions of Central and Northern Vancouver Island, Lower 

Mainland, Southern Interior, Thompson Nicola Cariboo, and Northern BC, our organization serves a 

population of more than 4.5 million people, with a focus on urgent response, kids and youth, seniors, 

poverty, mental health and food security.   

www.uwbc.ca   

Interviews are available with Lauren Stanton Nixdorf, Operations Coordinator, United Way BC Social 

Purpose Institute. 
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Pinder Rehal  
Public Relations, Marketing & Communications  
United Way British Columbia 
PinderR@uwbc.ca   
Cell: 647.542.8545 
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