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More former youth in care across B.C. will have the chance
to have a brighter future
United Way British Columbia investing $325,000 in the
Youth Futures Education Fund

(Pictured: Star, Langara College graduate and recent
Youth Futures Education Fund Recipient.)

Central Office, Burnaby, B.C. – United Way British Columbia – working with communities in BC’s
Interior, Lower Mainland, and Central & Northern Vancouver Island (“United Way BC”) is proud to
announce it is investing $325,000 in the Youth Futures Education Fund (“YFEF”). This investment
supports former youth in care in British Columbia to pursue post-secondary education, providing them
with critical resources so they can thrive at school as they work towards a brighter future.
YFEF helps students like Star (pictured above) with their living expenses, assisting them with the costs of
rent, groceries, vital mental health care treatment, childcare, purchasing textbooks and school supplies,
as well as other expenses. Any student in British Columbia who is taking part in the Provincial Student
Waiver Program is eligible (the program waives tuition and mandatory fees for BC students who are
former youth in care between the ages of 19 and up to their 27th birthday). These life-saving funds can
change the trajectory of many young people’s lives. For instance, in 2020/2021, 93% of YFEF recipients
continued or completed their studies. In comparison, the post-secondary graduation rate of youth in care
who did not receive such support is less than one-sixth of the graduation rate of the general student
population.
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The facts are that it costs almost $26,500 a year for necessities like rent, internet, transit, and food. It’s no
wonder that over 80% of BC youth aged 19-28 receive financial support from their family so they can
pursue post-secondary education with little or no financial barrier - this support is often not available to
former youth in care. Youth such as Star.
A creative spirit, Star has always wanted to pursue a career in the arts; however, as a youth in care, she
was well aware of the challenges that lay ahead when she aged out of care at the age of 19.
With support from YFEF, Star has been able to move forward with her dreams of working in the arts by
entering the 3D Animation for Game, Film, & Visual Effects Program at Langara College. Currently, she is
working on her reel, a video resume of her skills to get a job in digital animation, one of the fastest
growing job sectors in the world. (Watch Star’s inspiring story on her journey with YFEF by clicking here).
With United Way BC’s announcement of an additional $325,000 for YFEF, more former youth in care will
have the same opportunity to pursue their post-secondary dreams and brighten their futures as Star did.
This investment reflects United Way BC’s long-held commitment to strengthening support for children and
youth in the province, which also includes supporting local and provincial programs and initiatives in early
childhood development, out-of-school time activities, and youth leadership.
The Youth Futures Education Fund was collaboratively established in 2014 by Coast Capital, the
Province of British Columbia, and the Office of the Representative for Children and Youth. The Youth
Futures Education Fund is guided by an Advisory Committee, held at the Vancouver Foundation, and is
administered by United Way BC. To learn more about the Youth Futures Education Fund, please read its
latest annual report here or visit www.youthfutures.ca
QUOTES
“I have YFEF to thank for being able to learn a marketable skill that has been fantastic for building my
future. I've gotten a lot of jobs and a lot of commissions because I was able to take this program, and I
would not have been able to do that without YFEF’s support.”
-

Star Martin, former youth in care in BC, Langara College graduate, and Youth Futures Education
Fund recipient

“The fact that 90% of students accessing the Youth Futures Education Fund are continuing or have
completed their education is a testament to the courage, strength, and resiliency of youth formerly in care
and the impact of the fund on the lives of these youth and the communities they reside in. We are grateful
for United Way British Columbia’s continuing support of the fund with their $325,000 investment – helping
to build a fairer, most just, and vibrant future for all.”
-

Maureen Young, Coast Capital’s Vice-President, Social Purpose and Chair of the Youth Futures
Education Fund

“During a time where people across the province are feeling squeezed by rising costs and we are seeing
a shrinking labour market in real-time, it’s vital to look out for youth aging out of care as they pursue postsecondary studies. Former youth in care deserve equal access to education and investing in them means
we’re investing in the present and future.”
-

Michael McKnight, President & CEO, United Way British Columbia

“YFEF supports former youth in care during a critical time. These young people don’t often have the same
family supports available to them as their peers. Young people who have had to face adversity head-on
should not have to put their dreams on hold due to affordability and access. This fund supports former
youth in care to reach their post-secondary goals which provide a strong start for their future.”
-

Jasica Grewal, Director, Community Impact and Investment, United Way British Columbia
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In 2021, 5,259 children and youth were in government care.
Every year, around 850 young people transition out of government care or a youth agreement in
BC.
About 50% of youth turning 19 and leaving care this year will be on income assistance within six
months.
50% less of youth aging out of care continue to post-secondary studies compared to the general
population.
About 40% of BC’s homeless population was in government care at some point in their lives.
The Conference Board of Canada estimates that a Canadian with a university degree will, on
average, earn 38% more than a high school graduate. (Actually, post-secondary education is a
great retirement investment | Financial Post).
Over 2,000 students have received almost $3 million in funds since YFEF was first established in
2014.
YFEF funding allocations are determined on a "needs-basis", and in 2020/21 range from $34$5,800 per student.
In 2020/2021, $550,239 in YFEF funds was distributed to 519 students.
In 2020/2021, 72% of students who received YFEF funding were female.
In 2020/2021, 26% who received YFEF funding were Indigenous.
-30-

> PHOTOS & VIDEO AVAILABLE AT: https://UWBC.canto.com/b/KM33L
> TO DONATE: youthfutures.ca
About United Way British Columbia – working with communities in BC’s Interior, Lower Mainland
and Central & Northern Vancouver Island
United Way BC supports healthy, caring and inclusive communities by strengthening vital connections
that support people in need. Representing the six regions of Central and Northern Vancouver Island, East
Kootenay, Lower Mainland, Southern Interior, Thompson Nicola Cariboo, and Trail and District, our
organization serves a population of more than 4 million people, with a focus on kids and youth, seniors,
poverty, mental health and food security.
www.uwbc.ca
Interviews are available with Star, Langara College graduate and recent Youth Futures Education Fund
Recipient and Jasica Grewal, Director of Community Impact and Investment at United Way BC. (Regional
YFEF stories are also available upon request).
Media contact:
Pinder Rehal
Public Relations, Marketing & Communications
United Way British Columbia – working with communities in BC’s Interior, Lower Mainland and Central &
Northern Vancouver Island
PinderR@uwbc.ca
Cell: 647.542.8545
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