MEDIA ADVISORY
June 15, 2022

You’re invited to:
Ukraine Photo Exhibit & Silent Auction (hosted at G&F
Financial Group and led by United Way British Columbia)
Event to raise awareness and funds to support displaced Ukrainians
arriving in B.C.

(Image depicted here is one of the photos that will be on display at the exhibit. Art director, concept/costume designer: Olena Krevenets;
Photography/editing: Dave Worden; Models: Sofi Manko, Mia Gryn; HMUA: Diana Zhyliaieva)

Central Office, Burnaby, B.C. - United Way British Columbia (UWBC) – working with communities in
BC’s Interior, Lower Mainland, Central & Northern Vancouver Island will co-host a photo exhibit and silent
auction with community credit union G&F Financial Group* at their Edmonds Branch at 101 - 7310
Kingsway, Burnaby on Wednesday, June 22, 2022, in support of displaced Ukrainians arriving in B.C.
The event will showcase 24 curated photographs by local Ukrainian artists and other local artists. The
photographs reflect Ukrainian culture and speak to the high emotions that Ukrainians are feeling about the
current situation in their home country. Photographs also reflect the experience of those who have stayed
behind to fight for their country. (Click here to see a short video montage of some of the photos that will be
exhibited at the event). The event will also include a presentation of live Ukrainian music and a brief talk by
Elena Lis, an exhibiting photographer and co-curator of the event.

*G&F Financial Group is an operating trade name of Gulf and Fraser Fishermen’s Credit Union

The event is open to the public and there is no charge for admission. All proceeds from the silent auction
will go towards the UWBC fundraiser titled, United for Ukraine – Helping displaced Ukrainians arriving in
BC. https://uwbc.ca/ukraine/.
What: Ukraine Photo Exhibit & Silent Auction
When: Wednesday, June 22, 2022, 10am-4pm
Where: Edmonds Branch, G&F Financial Group, 101 – 7310 Kingsway, Burnaby, B.C.
Event URL: https://fb.me/e/3MIbJYhQJ
RSVP: The event is free to the public and there is no registration required. Artist Elena Lisa will
be in attendance. Media are welcome to attend. Those interested in covering this event
should email PinderR@uwbc.ca
[Advisory/Warning: Photos depict a highly charged and emotional subject matter and may be triggering
for some].
Quotes:
“The photographs to be displayed in the United Way silent auction truly show the resilience and the
beauty of Ukraine and the Ukrainian people. We are pleased to offer a space at Edmonds Branch for the
public to view these powerful images. We hope the exhibit will encourage others to learn more about, and
to support, displaced Ukrainians who recently arrived and those will be arriving in our communities over
the coming months,” said Bill Kiss and Jeff Shewfelt, Co-CEOs, G&F Financial Group.
“As a resident of the Burnaby Edmonds area with strong roots in Ukraine I am grateful for the opportunity
to showcase my work and that of my fellow artists, many with Ukrainian roots or are currently based
there, in my community. I hope this exhibit can shine a light and bring awareness to the current situation
in Ukraine but also tell a larger story about Ukraine, its beauty and culture, and its spirited people and
their love of their homeland,” said Elena Lis, Exhibiting Photographer and co-Curator, Ukraine Photo
Exhibit and Silent Auction.
“Connecting people and organizations is central to the work we do in strengthening vital connections in
local communities and the Ukraine Photo Exhibit and Silent Auction is a true reflection of that work. We
are proud to partner with a long-time supporter of United Way British Columbia, G&F Financial Group,
which is headquartered in the Burnaby Edmonds area, on this event that brings the local community
together for an important cause,” said Kris Gibson, Provincial Director, Corporate Relations, United Way
British Columbia
-endAbout G&F Financial Group
With over 61,000 members, 27 locations and $5 billion in total assets under administration, G&F Financial
Group proudly provides a full range of personal and business banking, investment and insurance
solutions to their credit union members. With a passion for educating and empowering others to achieve
their financial goals, they focus on providing advice tailored uniquely for each member and have
supported members and invested in local communities for 80 years.
www.gffg.com

*G&F Financial Group is an operating trade name of Gulf and Fraser Fishermen’s Credit Union

About United Way British Columbia – working with communities in BC’s Interior, Lower Mainland
and Central & Northern Vancouver Island
United Way supports healthy, caring and inclusive communities by strengthening vital connections that
support people in need. Representing the six regions of Central and Northern Vancouver Island, East
Kootenay, Lower Mainland, Southern Interior, Thompson Nicola Cariboo, and Trail and District, our
organization serves a population of more than 4 million people, with a focus on kids and youth, seniors,
poverty, mental health and food security.
www.uwbc.ca
Interviews will be available with Elena List, Photographer, Co-Curator, Ukraine Photo Exhibit & Silent
Auction; Jeff Shewfelt, co-CEO, G&F Financial Group; and Kris Gibson, Provincial Director, Corporate
Relations, United Way British Columbia.
Media contact:
Pinder Rehal
Public Relations, Marketing & Communications
United Way British Columbia – working with communities in BC’s Interior, Lower Mainland and Central &
Northern Vancouver Island
PinderR@uwbc.ca
Office: 604.969.8637 Cell: 647.542.8545

*G&F Financial Group is an operating trade name of Gulf and Fraser Fishermen’s Credit Union

