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Record-breaking temperatures and multiple 
heatwaves resulted in a particularly devastating 
2021 wildfire season in British Columbia. Over 
1,500 fires burned throughout the season, 
with more than 10,000 properties on alert or 
ordered to evacuate at some point throughout 
the summer1.

The United for BC Wildfire Recovery Fund 
(originally set up in 2017) re-launched on July 
1, 2021 following a record-breaking Canadian 
heatwave in Lytton, and the subsequent fire 
that destroyed 90% of the village and claimed 
the lives of two people. 

This marked the start of a wildfire season 
that burned thousands of hectares of lands, 
destroyed homes and displaced British 
Columbians from their communities.

In the immediate aftermath of the Lytton fire, United Way British Columbia – working with 
communities in BC’s Interior, Lower Mainland, Central & Northern Vancouver Island (UWBC) reached 
out to local agencies to understand the emergency needs they were seeing in their communities. 
Filling these needs was crucial for ensuring people in crisis had the supplies to get through each day.

Thousands of British Columbians were displaced from their homes, and nearby communities 
quickly reached capacity, with hotels fully booked and limited resources available for refugees. 
Some families had to evacuate multiple times throughout the summer, as evacuation centres were 
impacted themselves by dangerous local wildfires.

Donations from British Columbians enabled us to provided rapid-response support, funding and 
supplies to communities throughout the summer. We worked with our existing regional Food Hubs, 
and with new partners, to provide food supplies to people affected and to emergency responders. 
The fund also provided gas vouchers to support those evacuating from their homes and travelling 
long distances to get to safety. Through key community partnerships, including the Canadian Red 
Cross, we worked together with local communities and organizations to fill gaps efficiently and 
effectively, preventing duplication of support.

The United for BC Wildfire Recovery Fund has already provided grants to over 19 organizations, 
all working in different geographical areas and providing different areas of support. Through the 
help, knowledge and expertise of these local agencies, the fund has provided a diverse range of 
resources, supplies, and activities, to help communities to recover and rebuild.

1 B.C. wildfires: quick statistics | BC 

Before and after: How the Lytton 2021 wildfire impacted the 
village. Photograph source: Facebook

EMERGENCY SUPPORT

https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021FLNRO0053-001695


GRANTS

 

Agency support communities Grant 
The Ashcroft Hub Society Navigation, basic needs Nlaka’pamux & Secwépemc 

Territories, Ashcroft, Cache 
Creek 

$10,000 

Boys and Girls Club – 
Okanagan 

Child care Okanagan $11,372.75 

Cariboo Family Enrichment 
Society 

Food, basic needs, 
mental health supports 
and counselling, after- 
school programs 

South Cariboo region $30,000 

Central Okanagan 
Community Food Bank 
Society 

Food Southern Interior $29,588 

CMHA- South Cariboo Organization capacity South Cariboo region $6,050 
The Equality Project 
Society 

Mental health supports, 
food, basic needs 

Interior $10,000 

Lillooet Friendship Centre 
Society 

Basic needs, food Southern Interior $30,000 

Nakusp Child Care Society Basic needs, food Interior $12,500 
Nicola Valley Food Bank Basic needs Cariboo, Chilcotin, Merritt $10,000 
North Okanagan 
Friendship Society 

Basic needs, food North Okanagan Regional District $13,200 

The Salvation Army 
Chilliwack 

Basic needs, food Fraser Valley $18,420 

The Salvation Army- Kelowna Basic needs, food, mental 
health supports 

Interior $10,000 

School District #22 Vernon Child care Vernon and surrounding areas $5,000 
School District #73 
Kamloops- Thompson 

Food, mental health 
supports 

Southern Interior $10,450 

Seabird Island Band Basic needs Interior, Lower Mainland and 
Fraser Valley 

$25,300 

Secwepemc Health 
Authority 

Basic needs and food Kamloops and Secwepemc 
Territories 

$13,797.20 

Skeetchestn Indian Band Basic needs, food Kamloops and Kelowna $20,000 
Watari Research 
Association 

Wildfire Education, 
Mental Health supports, 
advocacy, basic needs 

Okanagan and Fraser Valley $30,000 

100 Mile House Food Bank 
Recovery Society 

Food Interior $12,000 

 AGENCY   SUPPORT       COMMUNITIES       GRANT



“Sunday’s lunch was a huge success - the 
people of Lytton were ready for this. The 
hugs, tears and chatter were wonderful to 
see. One lady said, ‘I did not know I need-
ed this until I walked in here.’”

Vicky Trill, Executive Director of the 
Ashcroft HUB Society

POP-UP CAMP FOR KIDS
This summer, BGC Okanagan (formerly Boys 
and Girls Club) partnered with us to provide 
a pop-up recreation program for children of 
families evacuated by the wildfires. 

Many children had been stuck in hotel rooms 
for days on end, unable to play outside 
due to poor air quality or access indoor 
opportunities due to affordability. Parents 
were stressed from trying to call insurance 
companies and access resources while 
keeping their children happy and occupied.

BGC’s pop-up recreation program provided 
children with a safe and friendly environment 
to have fun, make friends and receive the 
help of supportive adults. The program was 
purposefully low barrier. It didn’t require 
any pre-registration or sign-up, provided 
breakfast and lunch, and was free to attend. 

The program allowed children to play sports and games, make crafts, have glow stick parties, 
complete local walks, go rock wall climbing, watch movies, and so much more.

The staff at BGC witnessed many signs of the trauma and stress that children had experienced. 
A child referred by a local social worker had been struggling and couldn’t leave his mom’s side. 
Before long, the staff at BGC had helped the child make friends with other children, letting his 
mom go to the Emergency Support Services Centre. He returned for every session over the next 
three weeks. Another family were completely new to the area, and had been evacuated from their 
home after two weeks. The program helped turn a stressful and chaotic introduction into a new 
community into a safe, supportive and fun experience.

Children play gym games at the BGC Okanagan recreation 
program for children affected by the 2021 wildfires. 

COMMUNTY MEALS
Folks displaced by the Lytton wildfire gathered 
for a community meal, an event funded in part 
by the United for BC Wildfire Recovery Fund.



Emergency aid is a vital part of any disaster fund. However, the damage and devastation created 
by wildfires will continue to impact individuals, families and communities for months and years after 
the incident itself. From running our United for BC Wildfire Recovery Fund in 2017, we learned the 
greatest need comes after the summer has ended and the wildfires have long disappeared from the 
public eye. This is often an over-looked area of support.

For those directly affected, the end of the summer means returning to what is left of their communi-
ties and starting the task of rebuilding their lives, their social infrastructure and recovering from the 
trauma they have experienced. With children returning to school and adults returning to work after 
such an emotional and exhausting summer, it can be particularly overwhelming to find the services 
necessary to ensure recovery. The next few months, and even years, can be critical for people’s men-
tal health as signs of post-traumatic stress begin to show.

We are already seeing a heightened need for long-term recovery support in the following areas:

• Mental health and recovery
• Children and youth supportive programming
• Support identifying and accessing support services (e.g. insurance support)
• Social infrastructure development and community connection (e.g. counselling, food support, 

community kitchens, and childcare)

UWBC is uniquely placed to provide this vital recovery support. Following our amalgamation 
this summer, we have relationships with every BC community impacted by the fires and we are 
continuing to connect with our partners to truly understand their developing recovery needs. Over 
the next two months, we will have an extensive understanding of the developing recovery needs for 
these communities, and will complete our grant funding throughout 2021 to maximise our impact for 

LONG TERM RECOVERY
After the smoke clears, 
how do we recover?
Our heartfelt thank you to everyone who has contributed to the 
United for BC Wildfire Recovery Fund — you are local love in action!



United for BC 
WildFIRE recovery fund

Summer 2021

 

Supporting communities and individuals in the following 
areas:  
Food and Basic Needs, Child Care and After-School  
Programs, Mental Health Supports and Counselling,  
Wildfire Education, Advocacy.

$307,677
Funds DISBURSED 
to communities

19
Grants awarded TO 
PARTNER AGENCIES

47
Community  
partners

976
DONORS WHO HAVE 

SUPPORTED THE FUND

5,160
Individuals  
supported

86
Communities supported

What’s Next?  
The next phase of the United for BC Wildfire Recovery Fund 
will be focused on long-term recovery for communities.  
We have reserved $238,192.97 for this work.   
All funding will be spent in 2021. (please see page 8 for more details)

6523-0921

Amount raised

$$545,870545,870$545,870

Data captured on September 17, 2021 


